THE NATIONAL SHRINE
 
THE CALL FORTHE NATIONAL SHRINE BY THE FOUNDERS WAS FOLLLOWED BY SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT OMEGA OCCURRENCES…
 
The bombing assassination of an NAACP leader only a few miles away from the venue of the 37th Grand Conclave infused dramatic impact into the Conclave itself. Legislation dealing with The National Shrine, Social Action, Talent Hunt, an effective Scholarship Program characterized this Conclave as one of serious intent. Robert L. Gill, A History of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity(1963), p. 41. 
 
At the Golden Anniversary Conclave held in Washington, DC in 1951 the Fraternity recognized 102 Forty Year Men including the “3” living Founders and those initiated in the first 10 years of the Fraternity’s existence. Gill, p. 60. The honorees were recognized at a reception hosted by George E. Meares and J. Alston Atkins, also an honoree. Ibid. In a surprise move the “Forty Year Men “ donated more than $7500.00 to the construction of The National Shrine with a promise to increase the amount. The idea originated with Richard E. Carey, NY attorney and former Grand Counselor. Op.Cit. pp. 62-63.
 
The Golden Anniversary Grand Conclave adopted a recommendation by Father H. Albion Ferrell, chairman of the National Headquarters Building Committee, to approve $40,000.00 to be added to the $100,000.00 approved by the New York Grand Conclave. The Conclave approved $140,000.00 to $158,000.00 for the project and set the ground breaking for THE NATIONAL SHRINE at 2714 Georgia Avenue, N.W. for August 18, 1961 with the living Founders playing the “star role” in the ceremony.    
 
GB Grant Reynolds formed the Century Club during his administration for the purpose of building The National Shrine in Washington, DC to serve as the Fraternity’s National Headquarters. Gill, 79.
 
The cornerstone of The Omega Shrine was accepted by the “3” living Founders on August 6, 1964. The ceremony included the presentation of the cornerstone by the builder Brother James C. Jones,  to the architect Brother John Sultan who presented to our first National Executive Secretary, Brother H. Carl Moultrie who presented the cornerstone to the Founders. Founder Edgar A. Love spoke for the Founders. The building was completed three weeks later and the Fraternity began operations in The Shrine.
 
The dedication took place on November 28, 1964 with the keys being presented to Grand Basileus George Meares who passed the keys to Brother Moultrie. This marked a grand occasion for Omega as indicated in the attachments to this Issue of RFO which are both treasured artifacts.  
 
The National Omega Shrine is the last, if not the only, building constructed by the Fraternity which included direct contributions and involvement by the “3” living Founders. Brother Just had already entered Omega Chapter. The list of those who contributed to or were otherwise involved in the project reads like an Omega Who’s Who. There were also many unsung heroes. SEE ATTACHMENT
 
Fifteen years later when Brother Moultrie stepped down as NES to accept a judgeship the Founders, Grand Basili Carey Jacobs and I. Gregory Newton had all entered Omega Chapter. SEE ATTACHMENT
 
Hopefully, those who have found it difficult to understand the attachment of many Brothers in the Third District, and others around the Fraternity, to The National Shrine at 2714 Georgia Avenue will gain some appreciation for the significance of the site. There is so much history in The SHRINE that one would not be surprised to hear Omega Dear in the background as Omega Chapter searched for explanations as to how we/they allowed The Shrine-our SHRINE- designed, built and financed by OMEGAS  to be sold to outsiders.
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[The National Omega Shrine is now owned by others but still stands at 2714 Georgia Avenue, Washington, DC in the vicinity of Howard U]  
File Photos provided by Brother Mike Boykin, Editor to the Oracle.
